
 

 

Dear Families, 

 

Our first six weeks has been filled lots of relationship building, wonderful discussions, insights, and stories!  Watching 

our students’ imaginations come alive on paper was an encouraging and exciting way to start the year, and we know 

they will only continue to grow as readers and writers. 

 

This unit fosters rigorous reading and high-level thinking while honoring students’ need to interact with what they are 

reading. Ultimately, the goal of this unit is for students to learn to make complex connections between multiple stories 

from engaging authors and to help them understand how an author uses characterization to move a story forward. 

Students will accomplish this by studying realistic fiction texts through independent reading and book clubs.  We want 

students to move past just being able to identify goals that they see the author using but also to understand what 

techniques an author uses to achieve those goals. 

 

This unit’s work is targeted to lift the level of students’ writing about reading by teaching students to read with the 

alertness and skills that are called for by the TEKS. The unit will begin with students generating entries that contain 

responses to reading that resemble those that many students will be collecting all year long—during reading and writing 

time. The reader’s notebook is front and center in this unit of study. The goal of the unit is for students to be able to 

write as readers—to write powerfully about a topic and text and to leave the unit with a connection to what they have 

read. Students will develop new levels of investment in their reader’s notebooks and new capacities and proclivities for 

critical comprehension.  

 

During the second six-week unit, all seventh grade ELAR students in EMS ISD will be assessed in three different areas: 

reading, writing, and revising and editing.  Reading, along with revising and editing, will be assessed on the District 

Common Assessment (DCA).  The third area, the On-Demand Writing assessment, will assess students’ abilities to 

write at length about a particular topic in a 45-minute class period. Teachers will use these assessments to drive 

instructional decisions and measure growth over the course of the year. A pre-assessment in each area will be 

administered at the beginning of the unit which is designed to provide information for teachers about individual student 

needs as they plan for instruction. A post-assessment in each area will be administered at the end of the unit and create 

an opportunity for students to demonstrate what they have learned during the unit. For writing, the On-Demand Writing 

assessment will be graded using a standards-based rubric. 

 

We encourage you to speak with your students about what they are reading, writing, and learning in class. Please be 

sure to review your student’s performance via Skyward Access and contact his or her teacher if you have any questions 

or concerns.  

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

EMS-ISD 7th Grade ELAR Teachers 


